
Summer Reading 2019-2020 

Grade 5 - Ancient Civilizations 

1. Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 

Be ready to discuss this book during the first week of class. 

2. Magnus Chase Book 1: The Sword of Summer by Rick Riordan  

Imagine that you have filmed a movie version of the book. Create a movie poster to promote your movie. Cast your movie 

with famous people. Be ready to present your poster and explain your casting. 

 

!!!! All summer long:  Summer Reading Challenge!!!   

 Record the number of pages your read and the title of each book. Turn in your list for a chance to win a prize!  We 

consider number of pages and reading level of books when we award prizes. A list of good books is attached to help with 

choices. Happy reading! 

 

RECOMMENDED READING LIST 

Search “Best middle school books”, “Award winning middle school books”, “Classic middle school books” 

Libraries have great lists and can help you find books to meet student interests. 

If you are concerned about content, Common Sense Media (commonsensemedia.org) has book reviews that address 

areas of concern and ways to discuss the book. 

 

Series Ideas: Series are a great way to get students hooked and excited about reading!  

These series have been listed roughly in order of difficulty, and the title of the first book in the series has been 

provided, along with the author’s name, the titles of the other books in the series (although they are not necessarily 

in order), and something about the series. 

 

1. The Borrowers by Mary Norton (5 books in the series, adventures of tiny people) 

2. Redwall by Brian Jacques (a huge series, adventures, quests, battles, and riddles, a bit violent) 

3. Five Little Peppers and How They Grew by Margaret Sidney (an older series about a wonderful 

family, several books in the series) 

4. Little House On The Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder (there’s a series about Laura growing up, then 

Little House On Rocky Ridge begins the series about Laura’s daughter Rose growing up, and there’s 

another series about Laura’s mother growing up) 

5. The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks (there are many other books in the series, but 

they start to lose their quality after the first three or four, a story of a toy figurine that comes to 

life) 

6. The Story of Doctor Dolittle by Hugh Lofting (an older series, 11 other books in the series, the 

Doctor can speak with animals, and has all sorts of adventures) 

7. All-of-a-Kind Family by Sydney Taylor (4 more books in the series, an older series about a 

wonderful family) 

8. The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewert (a more recent series, 3 other books in 

the series, about a group of very intelligent and very quirky children who set out on a variety of 

great adventures) 

9. The Great Brain by John D. Fitzgerald (7 other books in the series, an older series, a family of 

brothers growing up in Utah, one of the brothers is a bit of a young, money loving, con man) 



10. The Wizard of Oz  by L. Frank Baum (14 books in the series, adventures occurring in the magical 

land of Oz) 

11. The Mouse That Roared by Leonard Wibberly (2 other books in series, great plot, although there’s 

a whole lot of political and economic satire that young children may or may not pick up on) 

12. Rick Riordan series  

13. Harry Potter series 

14. Series of Unfortunate Events 

15. Warriors series 

16. Ranger’s Apprentice series 

17. The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 

18. The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings series by JRR Tolkien 

 


